IN SUPPORT OF [BILL #] TO ENSURE THAT INDIVIDUALS

WHO CAN SAFELY PARENT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE PROSPECTIVE FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS

DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to request that you support [insert bill name or number] to modify [your state] eligibility standards for adoptive and foster parents to include an individualized determination about the suitability of an applicant (and his/her household members) with a criminal record.  The federal Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) set national standards for the placement of children in the child welfare system, emphasizing safety, permanency, and the child’s well-being.  One of its provisions mandates that states perform criminal record checks on prospective parents and bar individuals with certain convictions from being foster or adoptive parents.  However, ASFA allows states to opt out of these requirements and pass their own state law to allow individualized determinations about the suitability of parent applicants and their household members.  Unfortunately, [your state] has adopted the federal standard without any allowance for individualized consideration of the prospective parent’s suitability or the interests of the child, to the detriment of all the children in our state who need loving and safe homes.
Important benefits will result from changing [your state] law to allow individualized suitability determinations of applicants with a criminal record.  Allowing individuals who can show sufficient evidence of rehabilitation to be foster and adoptive parents expands the eligible pool of individuals who can provide loving homes for children in need of a nurturing environment.  Many of these individuals have a unique understanding of the difficulties faced by these children and can provide them with the support and guidance they need.  

Your support of [insert bill name or number] will ensure that individuals who can safely parent have an opportunity to be prospective foster and adoptive parents.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

