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13-904. Suspension of civil rights and occupational disabilities 
 
A. A conviction for a felony suspends the following civil rights of the person sentenced: 

1. The right to vote. 
2. The right to hold public office of trust or profit. 
3. The right to serve as a juror. 
4. During any period of imprisonment any other civil rights the suspension of which is 
reasonably necessary for the security of the institution in which the person sentenced is 
confined or for the reasonable protection of the public. 
5. The right to possess a gun or firearm. 
 

B. Persons sentenced to imprisonment shall not thereby be rendered incompetent as witnesses 
upon the trial of a criminal action or proceeding, or incapable of making and acknowledging a 
sale or conveyance of property. 
 
C. A person sentenced to imprisonment is under the protection of the law, and any injury to his 
person, not authorized by law, is punishable in the same manner as if such person was not 
convicted and sentenced. 
 
D. The conviction of a person for any offense shall not work forfeiture of any property, except if 
a forfeiture is expressly imposed by law. All forfeitures to the state, unless expressly imposed by 
law, are abolished. 
 
E. A person shall not be disqualified from employment by this state or any of its agencies or 
political subdivisions, nor shall a person whose civil rights have been restored be disqualified to 
engage in any occupation for which a license, permit or certificate is required to be issued by this 
state solely because of a prior conviction for a felony or misdemeanor within or without this 
state. A person may be denied employment by this state or any of its agencies or political 
subdivisions or a person who has had his civil rights restored may be denied a license, permit or 
certificate to engage in an occupation by reason of the prior conviction of a felony or 
misdemeanor if the offense has a reasonable relationship to the functions of the employment or 
occupation for which the license, permit or certificate is sought. 
 
F. Subsection E of this section is not applicable to any law enforcement agency. 
 
G. Any complaints concerning a violation of subsection E of this section shall be adjudicated in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in title 41, chapter 6 and title 12, chapter 7, article 6. 
 



H. A person who is adjudicated delinquent under section 8-341 does not have the right to carry 
or possess a gun or firearm.  
 
13-905. Restoration of civil rights; persons completing probation 
 
A. A person who has been convicted of two or more felonies and whose period of probation has 
been completed may have any civil rights which were lost or suspended by his felony conviction 
restored by the judge who discharges him at the end of the term of probation. 
 
B. Upon proper application, a person who has been discharged from probation either prior to or 
after adoption of this chapter may have any civil rights which were lost or suspended by his 
felony conviction restored by the superior court judge by whom the person was sentenced or his 
successors in office from the county in which he was originally convicted. The clerk of such 
superior court shall have the responsibility for processing the application upon request of the 
person involved or his attorney. The superior court shall cause a copy of the application to be 
served upon the county attorney. 
 
C. If the person was convicted of a dangerous offense under section 13-604, the person may not 
file for the restoration of his right to possess or carry a gun or firearm. If the person was 
convicted of a serious offense as defined in section 13-604 the person may not file for the 
restoration of his right to possess or carry a gun or firearm for ten years from the date of his 
discharge from probation. If the person was convicted of any other felony offense, the person 
may not file for the restoration of his right to possess or carry a gun or firearm for two years from 
the date of his discharge from probation.  
 
13-906. Applications by persons discharged from prison 
 
A. Upon proper application, a person who has been convicted of two or more felonies and who 
has received an absolute discharge from imprisonment may have any civil rights which were lost 
or suspended by his conviction restored by the superior court judge by whom the person was 
sentenced or his successors in office from the county in which he was originally sentenced. 
 
B. A person who is subject to the provisions of subsection A of this section may file, no sooner 
than two years from the date of his absolute discharge, an application for restoration of civil 
rights that shall be accompanied by a certificate of absolute discharge from the director of the 
state department of corrections. The clerk of the superior court that sentenced the applicant shall 
have the responsibility for processing applications for restoration of civil rights upon request of 
the person involved, his attorney or a representative of the state department of corrections. The 
superior court shall cause a copy of the application to be served upon the county attorney. 
 
C. If the person was convicted of a dangerous offense under section 13-604, the person may not 
file for the restoration of his right to possess or carry a gun or firearm. If the person was 
convicted of a serious offense as defined in section 13-604 the person may not file for the 



restoration of his right to possess or carry a gun or firearm for ten years from the date of his 
absolute discharge from imprisonment. If the person was convicted of any other felony offense, 
the person may not file for the restoration of his right to possess or carry a gun or firearm for two 
years from the date of his absolute discharge from imprisonment.  
 
13-907. Setting aside judgment of convicted person on discharge; making of application; 
release from disabilities; exceptions 
 
A. Except as provided in subsection B of this section, every person convicted of a criminal 
offense, on fulfillment of the conditions of probation or sentence and discharge by the court, may 
apply to the judge, justice of the peace or magistrate who pronounced sentence or imposed 
probation or such judge, justice of the peace or magistrate's successor in office to have the 
judgment of guilt set aside. The convicted person shall be informed of this right at the time of 
discharge. The application to set aside the judgment may be made by the convicted person or by 
the convicted person's attorney or probation officer authorized in writing. If the judge, justice of 
the peace or magistrate grants the application, the judge, justice of the peace or magistrate shall 
set aside the judgment of guilt, dismiss the accusations or information and order that the person 
be released from all penalties and disabilities resulting from the conviction other than those 
imposed by the department of transportation pursuant to section 28-3304, 28-3306, 28-3307, 28-
3308 or 28-3319, except that the conviction may be used as a conviction if such conviction 
would be admissible had it not been set aside and may be pleaded and proved in any subsequent 
prosecution of such person by the state or any of its subdivisions for any offense or used by the 
department of transportation in enforcing section 28-3304, 28-3306, 28-3307, 28-3308 or 28-
3319 as if the judgment of guilt had not been set aside. 
 
B. This section does not apply to a person convicted of a criminal offense: 

1. Involving the infliction of serious physical injury. 
2. Involving the use or exhibition of a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument. 
3. For which the person is required or ordered by the court to register pursuant to section 
13-3821. 
4. For which there has been a finding of sexual motivation pursuant to section 13-118. 
5. In which the victim is a minor under fifteen years of age. 
6. In violation of section 28-3473, any local ordinance relating to stopping, standing or 

operation of a vehicle or title 28, chapter 3, except a violation of section 28-693 or any 
local ordinance relating to the same subject matter as section 28-693.  

 
13-908. Restoration of civil rights in the discretion of the superior court judge 
 
Except as provided in section 13-912, the restoration of civil rights and the dismissal of the 
accusation or information under the provisions of this chapter shall be in the discretion of the 
superior court judge by whom the person was sentenced or his successor in office.  
 


