SAMPLE LETTER
IN SUPPORT OF [BILL/LOCAL LAW/ORDER #] TO CREATE “CertificateS of Rehabilitation” that HELP PEOPLE WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS OBTAIN JOBS AND HOUSING
DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Full Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Full Name):

I am writing to urge you to support [insert bill name or number] to allow individuals with criminal records to obtain Certificates of Rehabilitation in order to help them re-enter the job market and society.  

Federal and state laws and policies often automatically bar people with criminal records from obtaining many jobs or occupational licenses even if they have paid their debt to society, are qualified, and are willing and able to work.  These legal barriers also extend to housing eligibility, making it even more difficult for people with criminal records to successfully reenter society and lead law-abiding lives.

Certificates of Rehabilitation lift statutory bars to jobs or licenses that result from a conviction history and provide a way for qualified people with criminal records to demonstrate rehabilitation to employers, housing authorities and landlords, and others.  Certificates of Rehabilitation are an essential resource states can offer to make these individuals employable and help reintegrate them into society.

Your support of [insert bill name or number] will help these individuals become contributing members of society.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

