ACTION ALERT

URGE YOUR [Governor/Legislators/etc.] TO SUPPORT [bill] to immediately restore medicaid to 

individuals leaving prison 
What You Need to Know:

· Individuals leaving jail and prison often need a range of services – including, health care and alcohol and drug treatment – to make a successful transition from incarceration to the community.  
· Those who are enrolled in Medicaid are less likely to be rearrested, and more likely to participate in residential drug treatment and other health care services than individuals without Medicaid coverage. 

· Federal requirements mandate that individuals who entered prison with Medicaid must be returned to Medicaid eligibility rolls immediately upon release.

· States can suspend rather than terminate Medicaid for inmates entering prison so that those who are eligible can receive Medicaid as soon as possible after release. 

· (Your state) does not have a policy or procedure in place that includes prescreening of incarcerated individuals so that they receive Medicaid as soon as possible after their release.

· Failing to enroll eligible individuals leaving prisons and jails in Medicaid represent a missed opportunity to improve individual and community health and public safety and to reduce the high costs of preventable illnesses.

What You Need to Do: 

Please call, fax, or email your [Governor/Legislators] and urge them to support [insert bill number], which would require (your state) to suspend rather than terminate Medicaid benefits of recipients who get incarcerated.  To find your legislator’s contact information, visit [insert helpful website]. 

What You Need to Say: 

Ask your [Governor/Legislators] to support [insert bill name or number] to ensure (your state) complies with federal policy, which requires individuals who entered jail or prison with Medicaid to be returned to the Medicaid rolls immediately upon release. 
