SAMPLE LETTER

IN SUPPORT OF [BILL/LOCAL LAW/ORDER #] TO PREVENT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PEOPLE WITH ARREST RECORDS

DATE

When addressing your Governor or State Legislators, use one of the formats indicated below:

Governor (Full Name)




The Honorable (Full Name)

[State Capitol Address]



[State Capitol Address]

[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]


[State Capital], [State] [Zip Code]

Dear Governor (Name):



Dear Senator/

Representative (Name):

I am writing to request that you support [insert bill name or number] to prevent discrimination against people who were arrested but never convicted by prohibiting employers and other non-law enforcement agencies from asking about or using records of arrests that never led to conviction.  

One out of every four adult Americans has an arrest record, but many of them were never convicted.  [You can add or substitute information specific to your state.]  Yet these records often are used by housing authorities and landlords to deny housing, and by employers to deny jobs, which contradicts the bedrock principle of our criminal justice system that one is “innocent until proven guilty.”

Use of such information means that persons with records of arrests that never led to conviction can be branded with the same debilitating stigma that often harm people with past convictions, despite the fact that they have not been convicted of a crime.  The lifetime stigmatization of an arrest record will often hinder individuals from fully participating as active, tax-paying members of society.  

Your support of [insert bill name or number] will prevent such unjust discrimination and stigmatization.  I urge you to support this important legislation.

